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Introduction to the issue:  
Philosophy today 

The current issue ofArgument: Biannual Philosophical Journal is devoted to
thequestionofwhatphilosophyistoday.Itisworthnotingthataskingsuch
a questiontothephilosophicalcommunityhasalongtraditioninPolishphi‑
losophy.In1901,PrzeglądFilozoficzny,theleadingPolishphilosophicaljour‑
nal, initiated suchadiscussionandpublished several articles addressing the
question“Whatisphilosophy?”.Inthefollowingissues,furtherstatementsby
Polishphilosophersappeared.Inissue4from1903,StanisławBrzozowski,one
ofthemostinterestingthinkersoftheturnofthe20thcentury,publishedhis
textundersuchatitle.Thehistoricalcontextofthatquestionnairewascom‑
pletelydifferentfromtoday.

OnMarch18,2022,attheInstituteofPhilosophyandSociology,Peda‑
gogicalUniversityofKrakow,aconferencewasheldentitled“Whatisphiloso‑
phytoday?”(areportonthisconferencewaspublishedintheissue1/2022).
Thestartingpointforboththeseinitiativesfrom120yearsagoandlastyear’s
conferencewastheobservationthatphilosophycanbepracticedinmanyways,
andthatthosepracticingitneedadiscussionabouttheconditionoftheirdis‑
cipline.TheintentionofthisissueofArgumentwastoextendthediscussion
beyondthecommunityofoneuniversityandtoaskPolishphilosophershow
theyseephilosophytoday.Ihopethat—asatthebeginningofthe20thcen‑
tury—thediscussiononphilosophywillcontinueinourpagesinsubsequent
issuesandthattherearebepeoplewhoconsideritworthspeakingupon.

Thepapersinthisissuepresentawidespectrumofproblems:doeslimit‑
ingthequestionaboutphilosophywiththeadverb“today”makessenseornot
(PawełKorobczak)?Whatdoes“today”evenmean(MałgorzataKowalska)?Is it
possibletoaskthisquestionwithoutspecifying“forwhom”itisthisorthat
(TadeuszBartoś)?Andif“today”matters,whatistheconditionofphilosophy
today,andisitevenpossibletoday?Mostofthetextspresentadiagnosisof
thepresent‑daystateofphilosophy.JacekMigasińskiseesitinacollisionwith
modern science.Kowalska places it in amuchwider field of problems, but
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pointsoutthatdespitethemanywaysofpracticingit,philosophydoesnoten‑
joysocialrecognition.IreneuszZiemińskiperceivesphilosophyasanessential
partofculture,whichallowsthephilosophertomaintainacriticaldistance
fromculture.CezaryWoźniakandŁukaszKołoczekseeratherinternalcrises
inthisdiscipline:forWoźniak,itisapermanenttensionbetweenthecatego‑
riesoftranscendenceandimmanence,forKołoczek,thestillunrealizedbutstill
maintainedclaimtogenerality.

Reflectingonthequestionitselfandmakingadiagnosisaboutthepresent
stateofphilosophyismostoftenusedtoformulatesomeoutlinethatwould
sayhowphilosophyshouldbepracticedtoday.Thisappearsthemostmodest
inKołoczek,whoshowsinhisarticlethatthephilosophicaltraditiondevelops
variousunderstandingsofgenerality,andonlyproposesthatdespitethetwen‑
tieth‑centurycriticism,philosophystillproducesnewunderstandingsofthis
category.ForBartoś,philosophyisanartofthinking,elitistandindividual,it
isaboutlifeandthinkingthroughthefinite.Migasińskiadvocatespracticing
metaphysicsinanon‑classicalversionandcontrastsseveralexamplesofsuch
reflectionwithQuentinMeillassoux’sspeculativematerialism.Attheendof
histext,Woźniak,verybriefly,proposesaspectraldialecticthatwould,tosome
extent,reconcilethelateHeideggerianphenomenologyoftheeventofBeyng
withFrançoisLaruelle’snon‑philosophy.Korobczak,referringtoMartinHei‑
deggerandJacquesDerrida,developsanoutlineofthephilosophyoflove.

TheissuealsoincludesatextbyWojciechSadysharinghispersonalmemo‑
riesonthelastdecadesofphilosophyinPoland.Althoughthetexthasa retro‑
spectivecharacter,itisaprimesourceforfuturehistoriansofphilosophy.From
aninsider’sperspective,thetexttalksaboutphilosophyataPolishuniversity
attheendofcommunismandduringtheperiodofpoliticaltransformation
startedin1989.Thefinalcolumnoftheissuecontainsapolemicalpaperby
WojciechHanuszkiewiczdiscussingErnstCassirer’sPhilosophy of symbolic forms
duetoitsrecentpublicationinPolishtranslation.Hanuszkiewiczcriticallycon‑
sidersthequestionofthevalidityofCassirer’sproject.HeclaimsthatthePhi-
losophy of symbolic formsoffersaninterestingtheoryofrationalityfocusingon
theproblemofcrisesoccurringinthedevelopmentofculture.Itisthelatter
thatgeneratesvariousformsofrationality,hencetheseformsmustalwaysbe
treatedasresponsestovariouscrisissituations.Theissueiscompletedwith
MagdalenaReuter’sreviewofthepolishtranslationofthebookIntroduction to 
social neurosciencebyStephanieCacioppo&JohnT.Cacioppo.
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