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Introduction to the issue:  
Critical inquiries into philosophy of culture

Contemporaryphilosophyofcultureisa diversefieldcombiningmethodsand
conceptsfromvarious theoretical traditions.Froma transcendentalperspec‑
tive—drawingonreflectiononlanguagethroughvariouspost‑structuralist
inspirationsuptocriticaltheoriesinspiredbyMarxismandpsychoanalysis—
philosophyofculturenowadaysisbotha generalconsiderationofcultureas
wellasa seriesofinterventionsaimedata criticalre‑examinationofthehistory
andconceptualvocabularyofdifferenttheoriesofculture.Intheacademicyear
2023–2024,theResearchGroupforPhilosophyofCultureattheInstituteof
PhilosophyandSociologyofthePolishAcademyofSciencesorganiseda series
ofseminarswiththeGroup’smembersandinvitedgueststoexplorevarious
avenues for critical inquiries intophilosophyof culture today.The speakers
invitedelaboratedonbothnewandestablishedmethodologies,introducednew
themesandconnectedcontemporarytheoreticaldiscussionstohistorical re‑
search.Selectedpapersfromtheseriesofseminarshavebeenincorporatedin
thisissueoftheArgument: Biannual Philosophical Journal tofurtherfacilitate
thedebateonthepossibilityofa criticalphilosophyofculturetoday.

MichaelStemerowicz’spaperSimplex verbs and conceptualisation in German 
language: a case study based on Heidegger’s history of Being investigatestheuseof
languagebythephilosopherMartinHeidegger.StemerowiczclaimsthatHei‑
deggerconceptualisesthehistoryofBeing(Seinsgeschichte)bychoosingcertain
simplex verbs as a  springboard in theprocess ofword formation, a  process
thatisbothenabledandconditionedbytheidiosyncraticstructureoftheGer‑
manlanguage.Thisprocessofconceptualisationisdescribedinthepaperand
elucidatedwith a  structuralist account of linguisticmorphology.Using the
structuralistnotionof language, thepaper tracesHeidegger’s applicationof
thesimplexverbsstellen,stehenandschickeninnumerousoperationsofword
formationandtreatsitasa casestudyoftheprocessofphilosophicalconcep‑
tualisationrootedintheidiosyncraticiesoftheGermanlanguage.
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BarbaraBarysz’sSocio-political continuity as a  struggle of clinical structures. 
A Lacanian approach to political narratives argues that thetoolsofLacanian
psychoanalysiscanbeusedtostudythesocio‑politicalfieldwhileanalysingthe
phenomenonof socio‑political continuity andPolishpolitical identifications
duringthefirstmonthsoftheRussianaggressioninUkraine.Baryszfocuses
onPolish political narratives about thewar inUkraine and, using them as
examples,demonstratesthatthesocio‑politicalfieldatanymomentisfullof
competingpoliticalnarratives,eachstructuredina waycharacteristicfora La‑
canianclinicalstructure.Sheconcludesthatthesocio‑politicalfieldisa space
wherevariousaffectiveinterestsofcommunitymembersclashandwherethe
goal is to construct political narratives advancing those interests to as large
a partofsocietyaspossible.Thesocio‑politicalplaneemergesasa muchmore
dynamicandopen,andlesscontinuous,space.

ThearticleThe jargon of productivity. An inquiry into the capture of critical 
thought by political economy byFilipBrzeźniak‑Kujdainvestigatestheongoing
dominationofphilosophicalvocabularyandimaginationbypoliticaleconomy,
focusingspecificallyontheviewsofMarxismandCriticalTheory.Drawing
particularly on a  reconsiderationof JeanBaudrillard’s critique of productiv‑
ismwithinMarxism,thepaperdepartsfromBaudrillard’slineofargumentto
explore the relationshipbetween language, theory and its authors. Inspired
byTheodorAdorno’scritiqueofthejargonofauthenticity,Brzeźniak‑Kujda
introducestheconceptof“thejargonofproductivity”.Bytracingtheconnec‑
tionsbetweenthejargonofproductivityandthejargonofauthenticity,the
articlepoints towards thehiddenobsessionsandblockages thatmayhinder
emancipatoryprocesses.

BarabaraBrzezicka’spaperTwo concepts of freedom in Polish: the example of 
Edward Abramowski examineshowtwoPolishwords forfreedom—wolność
andswoboda—canleadtotwoseparatephilosophicalconceptsandhowthese
conceptsdiffer.FollowingBarbaraCassin’sprojectofphilosophical“untrans‑
latables”(Vocabulaire européen des philosophies. Dictionnaire des intraduisibles)as
well as its philosophical context,Brzezicka analyses the linguisticdifferences
betweenwolnośćand swobodanowandattheturnofthe20thcenturybased
ondictionariesandotherexamplesofusage.Thetwowords‑conceptsarefol‑
lowedthroughtheirappearancesinselectedphilosophicalwritingsofEdward
Abramowski:Co to jest sztuka?[Whatisart?]inthecaseofswoboda;andZmowa 
powszechna przeciw rządowi[Ageneralconspiracyagainstthegovernment]for
hisunderstandingofwolność.Finally,Brzezickadrawsconclusionsforourun‑
derstandingoftheconceptofswobodawithbroaderphilosophicalimplications.

InhistextWhat is a crisis of culture? Towards a genealogy of the philosophy of 
culture MikołajRatajczakengageswitha recentdiscussioninphilosophyand
socialsciencesonthefunctionandthehistoryoftheconceptofcrisis.Instead
ofprovidinga definitionora ready‑madeconceptofcrisis,heproposesa short
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genealogicalresearchintotheconceptofthecrisisofculture.Likeotheruses
ofthenotionofcrisis,thecrisisofcultureisa termwidelyusedinphilosophy,
thehumanitiesandthesocialsciences—however,withoutbeingmoreclosely
defined or analysed. For this reason, the proposed critical inquiry into the
functionandmeaningofcrisisinphilosophyisformulatedhereasa genealogy
ofphilosophyofculture.Hegivesspecialattentiontoauthors—likeGeorg
SimmelandErnestodeMartino—whowentagainstthedominanttendency
totreatcrisisasa threatorproblemtobeovercomeandinsteaddescribeda cri‑
sisofcultureasa definingelementofcultureitself—perhapseventhemain
problemofphilosophyofculture.

Finally,theaimofthearticleThe four discourses of the logic of art — creating 
the artist’s own language byPiotrWesołowski is to transcribe JacquesLacan’s
psychoanalyticaltheoryof fourdiscourses intoa  logicofart.Wesołowskire‑
writesthefourdiscourses—themaster’sdiscourse,thehysteric’sdiscourse,the
analyst’sdiscourseandtheuniversitydiscourse—asfourdiscoursesofthelogic
ofart:therecipient’sdiscourse,theartist’sdiscourse,thediscourseoftheactof
creationandthediscourseoftheartisan/formalist.ThefouralgebraicLacanian
signsaresubstitutedwithcounterpartsfromtherealmofart.Thearticleposes
a questionabouthowtheartist,therecipient,theworkofartandtheartistic
processarerelatedtooneanotherinseveralsituationscharacteristicofartistic
productioninmodernity.Animportantissueinthearticleistheartist’senjoy‑
mentaccompanyingtheactofcreation—linkedtotheLacanianconceptof
surplus jouissance.Atstakeistheproblemofinventingtheartist’sownlanguage.
Moreover,thearticleisanattempttoconceptualizetheinstabilityofthephe‑
nomenonoftheworkofartanditsreception.

Thelasttwopapersarenotrelatedtothemaintheme.Thefirst,byKatarzy‑
naGuczalskaandJacekJaśtal,entitledMetateoria feminizmu. Niklas Luhmann, 
Christine Weinbach i współczesna teoria systemów społecznych wobec problemu płci 
[Themetatheory of feminism.Niklas Luhmann, ChristineWeinbach, and
contemporarysocialsystemstheoryontheproblemofgender], isdedicated
toLuhmann’scritiqueofthewomen’smovementandtheerrorshecommit‑
ted,errorswhichpreventedhimfromadequatelygraspingandexplainingthe
stabilityofsocialstructuresthatprivilegethedominantpositionofmen.These
issuesarepresentedinthearticlefromtheperspectiveofWeinbach’scritique
andmodificationofLuhmann’sposition.ThesecondpaperbyRobertCol‑
lonna,entitledIndividuality and America. The influence of Friedrich Meinecke in 
Antonello Gerbi’s Latin American studies,analysestheinfluenceofMeinecke’s
historicismonGerbi’sworkLa disputa del Nuovo Mondo. Storia di una po-
lemica (1750–1900) [The dispute of theNewWorld.History of a  polemic
(1750–1900)].

Thisissueconcludeswitha reportfromtheconferenceTerapia filozoficz-
na — tradycje i współczesne wyzwania[Philosophicaltherapy—traditionsand
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contemporarychallenges](heldinKraków,19November2024),preparedby
ŁukaszKołoczekandAnnaSzklarskatogetherwiththereviewsoftwobooks:
Transparency and reflection. A study of self-knowledge and the nature of mindby
MatthewBoyle,reviewedbyAndriiIvanchuk,andRoboty. Co każdy wiedzieć 
powinien byPhilHusbands,reviewedbyDariuszDąbek.Thelatterreviewcon‑
cernsthePolishtranslationofHusbands’work:Robots. What everyone needs to 
know.
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