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A brief overview of the research interest

and works of Joseph T. O’Connell

South Asia, and especially India, was a life-long interest of Joseph Thomas
O’Connell (1940-2012). In his writings, this interest can be documented be-
ginning with his first paper on Gandhi in 1959 until his last essays in the
Bangladesh e-journal of Sociology in 2011. Even though most of his works in
the interim, in line with his doctoral dissertation Social implications of the
Gaudtya Vaisnava Movement (1970), focused on various aspects of the Gaudiya
Vaisnava tradition in Bengal, his interests ran much wider, both in terms of
religious traditions and geography. In addition to discussions of Chaitanya,
the process of the institutionalization of the Gaudiya Vaisnava movement and
its relations to and interactions with other movements, as well as on key
terms such as karman and ‘Hindu’, he published works on the life and work
of Rabindranath Tagore, on the Jain and Sikh traditions, on Hindu—Muslim
relationships, on South Asian diasporas, as well as on the study of religion in
South Asia.

Joe was, however, not only interested in ‘traditional’ academic textual stud-
ies of these issues. He was also keenly interested in questions of the social im-
plications and relevance of the teachings of these traditions and to what extent
they had succeeded in translating into changes in the social sphere. He had
realized early on that if you should study the ‘value orientation’ of the Gaudiya
Vaisnava, prema-bhakti (loving devotion), you could not turn a blind eye to its
social impact.

True to his conviction that if one were to make claims about the trans-
formative power of Vaisnava spirituality, then one had to go outside the textual
sources and engage in ‘lived religion’, he also several times spent time ‘in the
field” exploring it as participant observer.

In line with the general Indian philosophical stance that serious scholars —
especially if they, as Joe, are in the field of religiously inspired ethical living
— should ‘live as they learn’, he was also engaged in voluntary communal work
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both at home and in South Asia. One example of this is his deep engagement
with the University of Dhaka over the last twelve years of his life, where he,
despite technically retiring in 2000, spent three months almost every year sup-
porting them in developing, and teaching in, their program on World Reli-
gions and Cultures.

Joe O’Connell was a scholar whose interests and intellectual curiosity
ranged far and wide and who ceaselessly shared his acquired knowledge and
social ethos by teaching courses, writing essays, organizing conferences, editing
volumes as well as in practical work in the social world. The world is not the
same without him.
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On aspects of Gaudiya Vaisnavism

2011 Chaitanya Vaishnava devotion (bhakzi) and ethics as socially integrative in Sultanate
Bengal. Bangladesh e-journal of Sociology, 8(1) (January), 51-63.

2009 Kirtan O Gramin Krishti (Kirtan and Village Culture’): The final chapter of Hitesran-
jan Sanyal’s Bangla Kirtaner Itibas (History of Bengal Kirtan). Journal of Vaispava
Studies, 18(1) (Fall), 5-37.

2005 Chaitanya (pp. 1345-1348). In: L. Jones (ed.). Encyclopedia of religion (vol. 3). (2™ ed.).
Detroit: Macmillan.

1999  Chaitanya Vaishnava Movement: Symbolic means of institutionalization (pp. 215-239).
In: J.T. O’Connell (Ed.). Organizational and institutional aspects of Indian religious
movements. Shimla—New Delhi: Indian Institute of Indian Study / Manohar.

1996-1997 Focus on: Gaudiya Vaisnavism. Journal of Vaispava Studies, 5(1) (Winter) (served
as the guest editor).

1996-1997 Introduction; Does the Caitanya Vaisnava Movement Reinforce or Resist Hindu
Communal Politics?. Journal of Vaisnava Studies, 5(1) (Winter), 1-4; 197-215.

1994 Biographies of Caitanya as sources for the psychological study of religion (pp. 371-
383). In: E.L. Tepper & J.R. Wood (Eds.). South Asian horizons: Enriched by South
Asia (vol. 1: Humanities). Montreal: South Asia Council / Canadian Asian Studies
Association.

1989 Were Caitanya’s Vaisnavas Really Sahajiyas? The case of Ramananda Raya (pp. 11-22).
In: TK. Stewart (Ed.). Shaping Bengali worlds. East Lansing: Asian Studies Center /
Michigan State University.

1987 Bengali religions (pp. 100-109). In: M. Eliade (Ed.). Encyclopedia of religion (vol. 2).
New York: Macmillan / Free Press.

1985 Bengal Vaispavism, orientalism, society and the arts (volume editor). East Lansing: Asian
Studies Center / Michigan State University.

1981 Jati-Vaisnavas of Bengal: ‘Sub-caste’ (Jati) without ‘Caste’ (Varna). Journal of Asian and
African Studies, 17(3—4) (January—April), 13-28.

! The above list is based on bibliography from: McDermott, R.F. (2012). In Memoriam:
Joseph Thomas O’Connell (1940-2012). Journal of the Americal Academy of Religion, 80(4),
839—847. Retrieved from: http://jaar.oxfordjournals.org (30.05.2016).
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On Bengalis in the diaspora

1985

Bengali immigrants: A community in transition. (Ed. with RK. Ray). Toronto: Ra-
bindranath Tagore Lectureship Foundation.

Contributions to Festschriften

2008

1990

1987

1985

1983

Toward a history of religion in the Bengal Region (pp. 26-35). In: Sh. Hossain (Ed.).
Abdul Karim commemoration volume. Dhaka, Bangladesh: Adorn Publications.

Do bhakti movements change Hindu social structures? The case of Caitanya’s
Vaisnavas in Bengal (pp. 39-63). In: Yogendra Kumar Malik (Ed.). Boeings and
Bullock-carts: Studies in change and continuity in Indian civilization. Essays in honour
of K. Ishwaran. Delhi: Chanakya Publications.

Vyabhicari-bhavas (pp. 276-290). In: P. Bandyopadhyay & M. Banerjee (Eds.). Ujjvala-
-nilamani. Ancient Indian bistory, philosophy and culture: Essays in memory of Professor
Radbagovinda Basak Vidyavacaspati. Translation from Sanskrit with introduction. Cal-
cutta: Sanskrit Pustak Bhandar.

Hindu participation in the Mughal rule in Bengal and Assam: Note from the
Baharistan-i-Ghaybi of Mirza Nathan (pp. 289-294). In: M. Maniruzzaman &
M. Shah Qureshi (Eds.). Festschrift for Syed Ali Absan. Dhaka: Syed Ali Ahsan Felicita-
tion Committee.

Vaisnava perceptions of Muslims in sixteenth century Bengal (pp. 289-313). In: M. Is-
rael & N.K. Wagle (Eds.). Islamic history and society: Essays in honour of Professor Aziz
Abmad. New Delhi—Columbia: South Asia Books / Manohar.

On the study of religion in South Asia, especially Bangladesh

2011

2009

2007

2004

2000

1976

1976

1973

Introduction to Religious Studies in South Asia: the Dhaka initiative. Bangladesh
e-journal of Sociology, 8(1) (January), 5-18.

Academic study of religion in Bangladesh: challenges and opportunities. Nibandbhamala,
Bulletin of the Centre for Advanced Research in the Humanities, University of Dhaka, 15,
73-108.

The task of a humanist in Bangladesh. Nibandhamala. Bulletin of the Centre for Ad-
vanced Research in the Humanities, University of Dbhaka, 14, 123—146.

Wilfred Cantwell Smith’s Islam in modern history: Its current pertinence for Bangla-
desh. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, 49(1) (June), 105-122.

The Bengali Muslims and the state: Secularism or humanity for Bangladesh? (pp. 287-
328). In: R. Ahmed (Ed.). Understanding the Bengal Muslims. New Delhi: Oxford Uni-
versity Press.

Dilemmas of secularism in Bangladesh (pp. 64-81). In: B.L. Smith (Ed.). Religion and
social conflict in South Asia. Leiden: Brill.

Caitanya’s followers and the Bhagavad-gita: A case study in bhakti and the secular
(pp- 33-52). In: B.L. Smith (Ed.). Hinduism: New essays in the bistory of religion. Lei-
den: Brill.

The word ‘Hindu’ in Gaudiya Vaisnava texts. Journal of the American Oriental Society,
93(3) (July—September), 340—344.

On Rabindranath Tagore

2009

2008

Rabindranath Tagore: Reclaiming a cultural icon. (Ed. jointly with K.M. O’Connell).
Kolkata: Visva-Bharati.

Rabindranath Tagore: Facets of a cultural icon. (Ed. jointly with K.M. O’Connell).
University of Toronto Quarterly, 77(4) (Fall), 961-1152.
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1989  Presenting Tagore’s heritage in Canada. (Ed. with R. Thakkar, PK. Basu, & N. Chaki).
Toronto: Rabindranath Tagore Lectureship Foundation.

On the Jain religious tradition

2000 Jain contributions to current ethical discourse (pp. 192-219). In: J.T. O’Connell (Ed.).
Jain doctrine and practice: Academic perspectives. Toronto: Centre for South Asian Stud-
ies, University of Toronto.

On the Sikh religious tradition

2000  Sikh religio-ethnic experience in Canada (pp. 191-209). In: H. Coward, J.R. Hinnells,
& R.B. Williams (Eds.). South Asian religious diaspora in Britain, Canada and United
States. Albany, NY: State University New York Press.

1996 Fate of Sikh studies in North America (pp. 269-288). In: P. Singh & N.G. Barrier
(Eds.). The transmission of Sikh beritage in the diaspora. New Delhi, India.

1993  Sikh studies in North America: A field guide (pp. 113-128). In: J.S. Hawley & G.S.
Mann (Eds.). Studying the Sikbs: Issues for North America. Albany: State University of
New York Press.

1988  Sikh history and religion in the twentieth century. (Ed. with M. Israel, W.G. Oxtoby,
W.H. McLeod, & J.S. Grewal). Toronto: Centre for South Asian Studies, University
of Toronto. (Indian edition published by Manohar, Delhi 1990).

Ake SANDER*

Guest co-editor of the issue

* Professor at the Department of Literature, History of Ideas, and Religion, University of
Gothenburg, Sweden. E-mail: aake.sander@lir.gu.se.



