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About the usefulness and harmfulness
of forgetting the German guilt

Pawet WOJS*

ABSTRACT

The distinction between kinds of guilt has not lost its power to illuminate matters, and it
remains a great tool to study the consequences of forgetting guilt of any kind. Karl Jaspers
made the distinction between kinds of guilt mainly to ease the Germans coping with guilt, as
all of them were blamed for the evil that happened under Adolf Hitler. Jaspers believed that
in using this distinction the German nation could have come back to its origins, and thus
purified, take its part in the possible future unity of the world and of all mankind. But soon
after World War II ended, a confluence of political, social, psychological and philosophical
factors contributed to a situation in which a large number of culprits were not brought to
account: criminals were rarely rightly punished. In addition, many Germans believing in the
ideology of National Socialism felt no guilt in terms of morality; they downplayed the politi-
cal guilt; they negated the very existence of the metaphysical guilt. The process of forgetting
guilt occurred.
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