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wspolczesnego populizmu i kryzysu demokracji®
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ABSTRACT

Wolfgang Merkel’s concept of rooted democracy in the context of contemporary populism
and the crisis of democracy: The article presents the concept of “rooted democracy” by Wolf-
gang Merkel, which was presented in the context of the democratic crisis. The German poli-
tical scientist indicates what democracy is — specifying the proper functioning of the regula-
tions of the democratic system (regimes). Speaking of the weakness or strength of democracy,
we must have a well-described set of system principles that determine the degree of strength
of democracy or its erosion. The above set of principles of the democratic system is thoroughly
discussed in the article. In particular, the functional model of civil society is analysed. The
text also explores how the crisis of democracy is understood and Merkel’s view of the impact
of global capitalism on democratic institutions, which contributes to the transformation of
democracy into an oligarchy. The topics discussed in the article also concern alternative, non-
-liberal forms of democracy and populism. The question is whether Merkel’s concept is useful
in explaining populism and its political consequences.

KEYWORDS

liberal democracy; civil society; capitalism

* Publikacja zostata sfinansowana ze $rodkoéw subwencji przyznanej Uniwersytetowi Eko-
nomicznemu w Krakowie. Nr badan statutowych: 086//WGAP-KF/01/2019/5/9086.

** Dr hab., prof. UEK, Katedra Filozofii, Uniwersytet Ekonomiczny w Krakowie. E-mail:
k.guczalska@gmail.com.

DOI: 10.24917/20841043.10.1.4



